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Ao~

[PLEASEINSERT\PRERENDERUN I CODE{AAN} INTOPREAMBLE]OPENING
SEQUENCE

Initial long shot: Camera pans from sky down to neighborhood
of Myrtle Park. Camera finally settles on modest house, up
to the door. The name on the door reads '*Mishpachas
Lesterovitch”. (English and Hebrew) The door suddenly flings
open and Lester bounds down his front steps, jumps and
slides side-saddle down the railing where he hops off and
rides to school. (His Yarmulka should land on his head after
he lands on ground [possibly]) This begins the opening
titles sequence. Lester riding through the neighborhood
reveals more opening titles as well as establishing content.
The neighborhood is clearly Jewish (woman pushes stroller
by, Rabbi walks by holding tallis bag, upcoming holiday of
Purim on wall posters advertising the school play) Other
kids acknowledge him on the way in (other kids can be off
camera) - "Hi Lester!" etc. He waves happily back to them.

As Lester approaches the garbage men, we hear them at a
distance:

VINNIE (TERESH)
Who throws away a perfectly good

yOo-yo?
(He tries 1t & 1t instantly breaks)

PAULIE (BIGSAN)
And how about this “eh? Barely
touched!
(pulls out half-consumed Laffy
Taffy)
(RECORD EATING SOUNDS)

(Lester almost rides into them)

VINNIE
Whoa there Lester, careful now!

PAULIE
Yeah, big guy - you wanna get
garbage on you while you’re
paradin® down the street?!

LESTER
Thanks guys - have a great day!

Lester rides off

VINNIE
Nice kid that Lester-
(RECORD GRUNTING/HOISTING
NOISES)



PAULIE
Ya” know Vinnie - smart guys like
us shouldn”t be pickin” up the
garbage - we should be runnin’ dis
company!

VINNIE
For that to happen... the boss
would havta-

They crush garbage enthusiastically [in sync] & they throw
it Iinto the trash truck. They both laugh

BACK TO LESTER

[ShotHe walks by a scary version of mean Vashti neighbor
with cat tail over her shoulder. She glares at him. Lester
reacts in slow-motion.

We follow Lester until he arrives at school. ("'Torah Academy
of Myrtle Park'™)

SCHOOL HALLWAY

(Lester eyes with curiosity the silhouetted images of his
Rebbe speaking with the principal through the frosted glass
door of the principal’s office. Lester i1s then startled by
Gimpel.)

GIMPEL
So you heard?

LESTER
Wha? Heard what?

GIMPEL
That the school is getting closed!

MENASHE
(Appears/interrupts)
Gimpel - why are you saying that to
Lester? The school isn’t closing!
(Looks around) They’re getting rid
of the whole summer vacation-

SHAYA
No way! It’s worse - our school
lunches are switching to whole
wheat, and only apples iIn the snack
machines!



MENASHE
I don”t think that’s 1t - Rabbi
Shvitzer’s gotta be meeting with
Rebbe about something else.

LESTER
Meeting about what?

GIMPEL
About the school getting closed!

MENASHE SHAYA
The school i1s not closing!

REBBE
(Surprises them)
That’s right boys, the school is
not closing - so let’s get back to
class now please.

(They leave for class)
MENASHE

While walking behind Rebbe-- turns & whispers to Gimpel
See!

Gimpel sticks out his tongue to Menashe
(RECORD GIMPELS THPPTHHPP
SOUND)

CLASSROOM

The camera focuses on the Rebbe, then to the class,
ultimately zooming In on anxious Lester, who looks like he’s
lost in his thoughts.

REBBE

(Projecting voice while

teaching)
And so, when Queen Vashti refused
to appear before King Achashvairosh
at his party, he became very, very
angry. The king’s adviser,
Memuchan, suggested that-

EL1YAHU
(Interrupts)
I know! I know! - he said that

Vashti should be hung 50 Amos in
the air on the same gallows built
for Mordechai-



CLASS
(groaning sounds)

REBBE
Eliyahu, that wasn’t exactly what
happened to Vashti, although she
was killed - and please, raise your
hand next time. Who can tell me
what really happened to Vashti? Mr.
Schwartzbaum? ...Gimpel?

GIMPEL

Coming back to Earth
Wha? Are you talking to me?

REBBE
Doniel Lesterovitch?

LESTER
Uh sure. Vashti was killed right
away, to make an example of her.

REBBE
That’s right - she was! And 1°m
glad you know your Megillah so well
Doniel, because we’re counting on
you for a great Purim play this
year...!

CLASS
(snicker)

MENASHE
(Sarcastic tone)
Yeah... Lester’s gonna make the
best Purim play ever. (snorts)

REBBE
Menashe. ..
(stern look at him then smiles
back at class)
I am sure this year’s Purim play
for our community will be great...l
mean, every year it’s great...

CUT TO AWFUL PLAY FROM PREVIOUS YEAR

STUDENT
(Swaying nervously from side
to side, speaking rhymes
slowly and robotically)

(MORE)



STUDENT (cont’d)
And so Haman was killed,

His plans went down the drain,
So we give Shalach Manos,

And Megillah we...._um...
(can’t remember next word)

OFF CAMERA VOICE:

(Whispers)
Line!

OTHER OFF CAMERA VOICE

(Whispers 1In response)
Lain!

STUDENT

AUDIENCE MEMBER

(Silhouetted in foreground; turns profile)
Lame.

(CUT BACK TO CLASSROOM)

REBBE
Yeah.. really good, every year...

LESTER
Maybe somebody else should be iIn
charge of the play this year Rebbe?

REBBE
Nonsense - Doniel, the Goral fell
out on you, and we’re all confident
that you will do a great job. Truth
is boys, | was just talking to
Rabbi Shvitzer in his office - and
it’s really important that this
year we all do a great job...
Apparently, our school needs more
“culture’ and “performing arts’
(Rebbe says these words as if he
has no 1dea what they really mean)
and we may have more pressure this
year to put on a great show.



LESTER
More pressure?

REBBE
(Attempting to calm him)
we” Il all help you Mr.
Lesterovitch. But we are counting
on you to come up with a good,
creative idea for the story.

MENASHE
(In undertone)
Good luck Lester...

LESTER
[Nervous noises]

AUDITORIUM

Kids moving about, carrying props. Lester is nervously
trying to direct others.

SHAYA

(Wearing enormous Hamentashen costume)
I am NOT wearing this! I’m putting
this back In the prop room.
(he waddles away)

LESTER
Shaya, c’mon... (turns) Hey Gimpel!
Stop that!

Gimpel is "feeding" the cardboard prop horse his yogurt
getting 1t on the horse’s face

GIMPEL
(Spoon of yogurt in hand)
Just horsin® around Lester...

MENASHE
(Looking at papers)
This play is dumb.

GIMPEL
Whaddya expect - Lester is doing
it! No offense Lester.

LESTER
Un. None taken...?



ELI1YAHU
I just hope you come up with
something better than they did last
year. | don’t want to be
embarrassed in front of my parents
(Says this while twisting
finger In his ear to dislodge

earwax)
LESTER
It”1l be great, or good... or not
too horrible - I hope. I dunno

guys, maybe this isn’t for...

Trails off as his schoolmates are distractedly looking past
him. ..

Professor Malaki and entourage dramatically enter the
auditorium. He slowly and scarily approaches terrified boys.

RECORD MALAKI THROAT CLEARING NOISES

PROFESSOR MALAKI
My name is Professor Herman A.
Malaki. 1 am the senior art and
drama chair of the county’s
committee on pedagogical theatrics.
I’m looking for the boy who is in
charge of this year’s festival
production.

Boys slowly recede to leave only Lester talking to him

LESTER
I suppose that would be me

PROFESSOR MALAKI

Looks unimpressed
What’s your name?

LESTER
Doniel Lesterovitch.

GIMPEL

Pokes his head into frame
We just call him Lester!

PROFESSOR MALAKI
Well Lester, tell me...is your play
going to be something worth
watching?



LESTER
Um, I hope so...

PROFESSOR MALAKI
I hope for your sake it is. My
colleagues and 1 will be watching
it very carefully to see if your
school deserves to be re-approved
for 1ts annual grant. Although I
must say... it is rare for the
schools to deserve it... so rare,
so rare. Do you think your school
deserves it?

LESTER
[gulp] Um... sure?

PROFESSOR MALAKI
Hmm. We shall see...

Dramatically exits, but not before handing Lester his
business card “Herman A. Malaki, Chair etc.” which Lester
looks down at

GIMPEL
(Mockingly)
It is rare for the schools to
deserve i1t... SO rare.

SHAYA
(He seems like a 'so-rare"
HaYehudim!
(Makes pumping action with
fist to Indicate his pride at
Jjoke)

MENASHE

Slaps Lester on the back
Well Lester m”boy, my advice to you
is that this year you should make a
play that doesn’t totally stink.

LESTER
Thanks.

OFF CAMERA VOICE
Lester! We need more glitter for
the glue-gun.

LESTER
You don’t put glitter in a glue
gun! You put glue iIn the - Aargh!



(Stomps off)

MENASHE
Dead meat.

GIMPEL
No chance.

PROP ROOM

LESTER

(Thinking aloud, being

busy/distracted)
How did 1 get stuck with this job?
Don’t they know I don’t deal well
managing my stress? Who cares that
the lottery came out with my name?
that Professor Malaki guy sure is
creepy... Where’s that puffy
paint...?

Teetering over-sized Hamentashen costume seen on top shelf
which eventually falls, knocking Lester out.

RECORD LESTER GRUNT NOISE

BOYS
(in muffled tones heard not
seen)
What was that? you hear something?
it came from the prop room! let’s
go check it out!

Gimpel walks In sees unconscious Lester, shouts to friends
that follow him iIn.)

MENASHE
(running in)
Is he OK?

GIMPEL
Get him a drink!

LESTER
(Moans)

Slow zoom on Lester’s face as we hear fading voices of “Get
him a drink”! “Get him a drink”!



10.

SEUDAS ACHASHVAIROSH

Grand establishment of the Seudah of Achashvairosh

Loud raucous noise with drunken singing - song with choir
expressions of "l’chaim and everybody drink™ come in and out
over/under the dialogue of this scene

the crowd at the party is sloshing their chalices & wine
cups singing (TTTO: Hayom t’amtzeinu)

SONG - LOW:
There are no limits - free flowing
wine

Nothing restricted -lost sense of
time

One endless party - we think 1t’s
fine

It’s a feast - where everybody
drinks

Say cheers!

SONG - LOW:
We can’t account for what we might
say
Out of control in Shushan today
Truly irresponsible in every way
At the feast where everybody drinks
To your health!

Music continues but now as background

Tight zoom on Lester’s eyes. Pull back to reveal he’s
sitting between two drunkenly obnoxious Shushanites.

OFF CAMERA VOICES
Get him a drink!

DRUNK #1
No man, 1°m tellin” ya’ -everyone
in Shushan is hard of hearing!

DRUNK #2
Whaddya talkin about?!



11.

DRUNK #1

(can hardly contain his own drunken laughter)
Y”huh! They’re all hard of hearing
because i1t says: VaYhee Bi’may
Achashvairosh... Who?
Achashvairosh...!

[Both explode in peels of laughter]

LESTER
Uhh, excuse me?

DRUNK #1

(ignoring Lester)
What did the grape say when i1t got
stepped on? Nothing - but it did
let out a little whine!

[They pause, realize the pun and explode in laughter]

Lester looks around trying to figure it all out and hears
the groups singing getting louder again

SONG - HIGH

Here everybody’s guzzling without
end

One more drink your enemy’s your
friend

With other nations the Jews try to
blend

At the feast where everybody drinks
L>chaim!
Lester back with his drunks again

DRUNK #2
Bartender! Refill my wine cup.

[Bartender appears]

BARTENDER
Right away, sir. (He refills both
huge wine cups)

DRUNK #2

(Looks back and forth at the two cups and at his drinking
buddy) Race you to the bottom? Ready, set, drink!
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[Both drunks gulp down their wine glug, glug, glug, as they
lean back one goes too far - chair and falls backwards. (feet
in the air) Both laugh hysterically]

LESTER
Unmm. Can somebody tell me where |
am?! (Drunk #2 is stuck backward,
feet In air)

SONG - LOW:
No obligations nothing to do

Drink till we’re bursting - drink
till we’re blue

Only drink wine that’s older than
you

At the feast - where everybody
drinks

Nastrovial
DRUNK #1

(Looking down toward drunk #2, speaking to his feet wagging
in the air)

Hey...1 think this kid’s had a bit

too much to drink...we better take

away his car keys...!

[They pause, and detonate in peals laughter]

LESTER
No really! Where am 1?

DRUNK #2

(Finally climbs back upright, just in time for his line)
Listen bud, (mock serious
expression) you’re in
Cleveland...I’m kidding!! (Slaps
him on the back knocking Lester
forward) You’re in Shushan! This is
the feast of King Achashvairosh!

LESTER
Who?!

DRUNK #2
(to drunk #1)

Achashvairosh! See! Hard of
hearing!
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LESTER
Are you saying-
SONG - HIGH:
It doesn’t matter if you’re not in
the mood
Drink more wine and eat more food

Soon you’ll be happy and boisterous
and rude

At the feast where everybody drinks
Opal
[King”s Messenger appears]

KING”S MESSENGER

(Asking around)
Where is the king’s Chamberlain?

(He i1s pointed to the Chamberlain who ducks at the moment
that the messenger turns to him, revealing confused Lester)

Lester turns to Sushi Chef

LESTER
Excuse me?

SUSHI CHEF
you want sushi?!

LESTER
I can’t understand you

SUSHI CHEF
I am Shushan Sushi Chefl!

LESTER
You’re a Shoe shine what?

SUSHI CHEF

(yelling)
This is not Shushan Shoe Shinel! 1

am Shushan Sushi Chef!!



KING*S MESSENGER

(Interrupts)
Excuse me; His Majesty would like
to speak with you.

LESTER
What?

DRUNK #2
There he goes again! (Taps ear)

KING”S MESSENGER
The great King Achashvairosh wishes
to speak with you now - come with

me.
DRUNK #1
But we were just gettin® to know
this kid!
DRUNK #2
Booo!
DRUNK #1

Hey, hey- the only ”booze” we’re
doing here is in my cup - right?
Let the kid go...

[Waiter and Lester exit]
DRUNK #1
Huh. Achashvairosh wants to talk to
him? Cool! Man, Achashvairosh
totally rules.

DRUNK #2
Yes... he totally rules.

[They pause, realize, and burst into laughter]
SONG - HIGH:
All the world over we’ll drink and
we’ll fress
Making noise and making a mess

Not much here that would ever
impress

At the feast where everybody drinks

Salut!
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At the feast where everybody drinks
Bottoms up!

At the feast

Where

Every

Body

Hooray!! - pass the wine! - filler
up! -

Camera pans over to another area where Bigsan and Teresh
[played by Vinnie & Paulie] are standing guard

TERESH
C’mon Bigsan, tell me again about
how we’re gonna get back at the
King for makin” us stand here all
day - what’s the plan?

BI1SGAN
Not here Teresh... that’s why we
should only speak In our native
tongue, because you neva” know
who’s listening... Or, "ooya
evernay ownay oosay isteninglay.”
(insert subtitles) Eh?

TERESH
You are so smart Bigsan...

BIGSAN
This is true Teresh, this iIs true.

Bigsan nods in thoughtful agreement

THRONE ROOM

ACHASHVAIROSH
So like, 1 tell my wife, you think
your grand-daddy Nevuchadnetzar is
all that and bag of chips? Feh! 1
can also burn things down.

Burns beard off of nearby guard
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After every joke the crowd laughs at his bad jokes with

exaggerated laughter/applause
Messenger appears with Lester

KINGS MESSENGER
Your Majesty, you asked for your
chamberlain?

ACHASHVAIROSH
Yeah. But this i1s not my
chamberlain. Hey kid, what your
name? You look like a jester -

LESTER
Les-
ACHASHVAIROSH
Interrupts
Whatever. Go tell my wife,
Vash-eh-ti, | want her here at my
party.

LESTER
You want me to tell Queen Vashti to
come to your party?

ACHASHVAIROSH
(Looking around)
Is everybody hard of hearing around
here? Yes! Go get her, with her
ceh-rown, and tell her to high-tail
herself i1n here. Ooh, deh-rop the
tail reference, sensitive subject.

Hangover neighs in agreement

LESTER
But she’s not gonna want to come! |
mean what 1If she...? Never mind.

ACHASHVAIROSH
Good. (To off-camera waiter) What
does a king have to do around here
to get more wine?!

Lester leaves

ACHASHVAIROSH

Hey hey... how many Per-eh-sians
does it take to lift my scepter?
Come on, ask me... (Motions to

servants to continue)
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SERVANTS
(In bored monotone together as
1T they’ve had to do this a
million times )
How many Persians does it take to
lift your scepter?

ACHASHVAIROSH
ONE! Only me! I°m the only only
one, (chants) my scepter, my
scepter, scep-scep-my scepter.
What’s up? (lifts scepter) MY
scepter!

VASHI”S PARTY

Vashti is surrounded by mirrors and jewels and is constantly
checking herself in mirrors and sucking in her
cheeks/pulling back on her skin to face-lift...

VASHTI

Waving a diamond necklace toward Zeresh
Lazy, lazy, lazy. That’s my husband
for you - had these diamonds
deliiiivered instead of bringing
them himself. That’s what 1 get for
marrying down.

ZERESH
Yeah, Yeah. Talk about lazy! Haman,
he never takes out the garbage -
gets our whole family irritated.
One day, 1 tell ya’, we’d just like
to dump the whole can of garbage
right on his head...

VASHTI
Fabulous plan, dahrling.

Smacks hand of servant [with tail] who tries to move one of
her hand mirrors out of arms” reach and glares at him with a
look

SLAVE
Queen Vashti-

VASHTI
Oh joy. Another interruption.
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SLAVE
A messenger i1s here from King
Achashvairosh.

OFF CAMERA VOICE

Who?

SLAVE
Achashvairosh

VASHTI
My worthless, social-climbing
husband?

SLAVE
Yes. Unm, 1 mean no. | mean he 1is,
but he’s not....Aaaaaah! (Runs
away)

ZERESH

Heheheheh, These palace slaves
don’t stand a chance with your
super-scary-meaniness Your Majesty.
He” 1l be off chasin” his tail for a
while now-

Vashti’s tail gives Zeresh a nudge
-Oh no disrespect. (munches on some
food)

LESTER
Um, Queen Vashti?

VASHTI
What i1s it already?
(turns to Zeresh and whispers
sarcastically )
I’m breathless with anticipation...

LESTER
Uhhh.._King Achashvairosh demands
your presence at his party now.

ZERESH
(undertone)
Ooooh you’re In for it now kid, dis
oughtta be gooooood. ..
(crunches/munches)

VASHTI

Turning slowly toward Lester zooming closer and closer into
her evil face

(MORE)



19.

VASHT1 (cont’d)
You tell that pathetic neuveau
riche excuse for a monarch that if
he wants me to come to his party he
should hoist himself from that
ridiculously over-sized throne and
carry his ever-widening girth to my
chambers personally!

LESTER
(quietly to himsel¥T)
I knew it!

VASHTI
What did you say?!

LESTER
Um, sorry, 1t’s just | knew you
would say that - I mean... 1 Kinda
know exactly what 1s gonna happen!

VASHTI
(Looks at Zeresh)
Well Zeresh dahrling, it seems we
have ourselves a regular fortune
teller!

ZERESH
Sure seems that way - where’s your
crystal ball kid?
(thrusts her palm at him)
Wanna read my palm? [he-he-he
snort-snort]

VASHTI
(Elbowing Zeresh out of the
way abruptly)
Okay, fortune boy - tell me...
what’s going to happen to me?

LESTER

Super nervous so starts slow but then speeds up and just

can’t stop talking
Well, after he finds out you’re not
coming, Achashvairosh i1s gonna get
preeety upset. Then one of his
advisers iIs gonna suggest that he
executes you to teach all the
ladies a lesson that they gotta
listen to their husbands. Since
Achashvairosh i1s so drunk - he’s
actually going to go through with

(MORE)
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LESTER (cont’d)
it, and (gulp) kill you. (Smiles
up/apologetically at Vashti)

Vashti stares glaringly at Lester, then slowly to Zeresh,
who slowly shrugs, then back to Lester. She is obviously
nervous that this kid seems to really know that she’ll be
killed, so she changes her tune.

VASHTI
Kill me? Well! On second thought...
(Looks at Zeresh) Let’s go. After
all, he 1s using my entire
trousseau - the leech -

ZERESH
Including the vessels of the Jews’
Holy Temple...

VASHTI
I wouldn”t mind luxuuuuuriating in
some of that...Yes, I think I’ve

changed my mind. 1 WILL go to his
party! Zeresh, darling, are you
with me?

ZERESH
Whateveh!

Both Vashti & Zeresh get up and walk off

As we focus on Lester absorbing the situation, we hear
Zeresh’s voice off camera

ZERESH
Vashti, ya think they’re serving
those triangular prune and poppy
pastries? Those puppies are to die

for....

LESTER
Hmm. That wasn’t supposed to
happen....0Oh well. I guess no harm
done. Right? So Vashti won’t get
killed...

(Camera begins to close in on

Lester - tense music picks up)
But if Vashti’s still
around. . .Esther will never need to
be picked as a new queen. ITf Esther
isn’t in the palace...(camera’s
tight on Lester’s face) Who’s gonna
stop Haman?! Who is going to save

(MORE)



MORDECHALI*

LESTER (cont’d)
all the Jews from getting killed??
Oh no! 1 gotta do something. Think.
Think! Ooooh, I can’t BELIEVE 1
made such a mess of the Purim
story! Ah! 1 got it! 1’11 go to
Mordechai HaTzaddik and warn him!
IT anybody can help, 1t”1l be him!!

S HOME

21.

There are 4 Doors. One says Mishpachas Eenie, Mishpachas

Yimeenie,

Mishpachas Miney & Mishpachas Moe.

LESTER
(mumbling to self)
eenie, Yimeenie, Miney, Mo

Lester knocks on Yimeenie & door opens

Patiently

(panting)
Mordechai! Um Rabbi

Mordechai .. _HaTzaddik... you gotta
do something!

MORDECHAI
Yingeleh, calm down. What are you
talking about?

LESTER
Um, Vashti went to the party! She
WENT to the party!!

MORDECHAI

staring at Lester
...Allright.__.?

LESTER
Okay, let me back up. See... |
realize this may come to you as a
bit of a shock, heh-heh, but Esther
IS supposed to be married to
Achashvairosh.

MORDECHALI
Is that so?

LESTER
See, after Achashvairosh kills
Vashti-



22.

MORDECHAI
Kills Vashti...?

LESTER
Yeah- kills Vashti, all the girls
in the kingdom get collected
together, to like, audition to be
chosen as the new queen. You know
Heygair, i1s in charge?

MORDECHAI
Heygai? Go on...?

LESTER

(stammers)
Well, don’t we have to DO
something!? Esther needs to be in
the palace to save the Jews! (now
starts explaining with hand
motions) Haman is gonna rise up &
convince Achashvairosh that all the
Jews should be killed! Esther is
only one who can stop Haman, but
now she can’t, because | got Vashti
to go to the party! Arrggh! I°m
such a total shlemazel! (smacks

forehead)

MORDECHALI
Alright, yingeleh. What i1s your
name?

LESTER
Lester. 1 mean - Doniel
Lesterovitch.

MORDECHAI

Well Doniel, I’ve got a secret for
you. Even if we don’t see it,
Hashem is always taking care of us
- We play our part, Daven to Hashem
for help, and HaKadosh Baruch Hu
always puts the right people in the
right place at the right time.

LESTER
I know! That’s why Vashti’s suppos-

MORDECHALI
Shhhh. 1t”s all right! It’s not up
to you what happens iIn the end.
HaShem will always put the right
person in right place.
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LESTER
But-

MORDECHAI

Raises finger and then arm in arm escorts him out the door
You just go home, play your part,
ask for HaShem”s help, and trust
that He will take care of us.

LESTER
Uhhh. ..
(Mordechai pats him on the
yarmulke lovingly, and closes
door behind him)

LESTER
Go home...? 1 don”t really -live
here.

SONG: LESTER”S QUANDARY

Tune: One slow verse and chorus of “Upside Down”
Did 1 really mess up the Megillah?

Think I may be in over my head

How is Esther gonna save the Jews
iT she’s not there?

cuz | made sure that Vashti isn’t
dead. ..

Oh, 1t’s upside down

It’s all my fault - their fate
rests on my shoulders

All gone wrong - It’s up to me

Pressure’s on - maybe tomorrow I
can turn i1t over

Don’t know how - oh what will be?

(yawn - curls up huddled in ball falling asleep)
What will tomorrow bring? Let’s
wait and see...

Sunset over his song; he goes to sleep huddled outside
palace with stars twinkling. A Shushan coin [with
Achashvairosh’s image] thrown into his lap “cuz mistaken for
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a beggar. Then sunshine and birds tweeting [we see through
his slit eyes] as Lester wakes up to a new day and sees the
guards walking outside palace

OUTSIDE THE PALACE

Radio voice of Nachum Segal i1s broadcasting as camera pans
over the cityscape of Shushan

NACHUM SEGAL
Good Morning Shushan! It”s another
beautiful morning as we broadcast
to our 127 affiliates from Hodu to
Kush, right here on *lIra in the
Bira’. Today’s top story - Haman
continues to climb the ranks of
government... for more on this,
let’s go live with one of our
station’s Achstarp’nei HaMelech
(voice trails off)

Lester i1s pacing nervously - far in the background are two
suspicious looking characters --Bigsan & Teresh who’s
talking will slowly get louder during Lester’s monologue.
Their marching gets a bit less professional and asynchronous
as we get closer.

TERESH
(as he passes Bigsan)
Morning, Bigsan.

BIGSAN
[grunts]

TERESH
(as he passes Bigsan)
Morning, Bigsan.

BIGSAN
[grunts]

TERESH
(as he passes Bigsan)
Morning, Bigsan.

BIGSAN
WILL YOU CUT THAT OUT?!

LESTER
I gotta get Esther into the palace!
Otherwise who can stop Haman? 1
guess... | guess | have no choice.

(MORE)



LESTER (cont’d)
I1’ve got to GET RID OF VASHTI
SOMEHOW. .. BUT HOW? 1 can’t just
ASSASSINATE Vashti. How can 1 -
[notices Bigsan & teresh]

TERESH
Oh man Bigsan, this plan is so
totally 1t! This dude i1s gonna be
so dead by the time we kill him!!

BIGSAN
Don’t get too overconfident
Teresh... 1 mean 1t took me two

months to work out every detail of
the plan 1 affectionately call "My
Plan to Kill Achashvairosh™. It’s a
big plan Teresh...

TERESH
Your mom did always call you “my
Big Son” - (reflectively) funny how
that name stuck...

BIGSAN
Okay, to review one more time,
Achashvairosh’s lunch - Baked ziti
with couscous-

TERESH
Ooh! With the little peppercorns
and that gravy! 1 love dat-

BIGSAN
Teresh! Focus! You don’t want to
eat that food!

TERESH
Why not?

BIGSAN
(Knocks on teresh’s head)
Because it’s gonna be poisoned you
frozen falafel!

TERESH
Riiiighht. ...
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SONG: BIGSAN/TERESH DUET

Tune: Once There Was a Wicked, Wicked Man - they switch off
goofy lines showing their personalities and join in together
to brag about their amazing scheme -lots of physical comedy
as poor Teresh keeps getting inadvertently stepped
on/smacked too hard/knocked over, trampled by way too strong
and oblivious Bigsan.

BIGSAN
(Music starts up)
You see Teresh, it’s like 1 always
tell you, you stick wit me, 1711
teach you da ways of da world.

TERESH
Teach me Bigsan!

BIGSAN

verse
0 guys like us we can’t afford

To ever look suspicious

Hands Teresh GLASSES/NOSE/MUSTACHE out of nowhere
We’re subtle and we blend right in

We never seem malicious

Try tipping hats to old lady crossing street to be friendly
- she runs off iIn fear

Teresh joins for chorus: box-step type synchronized dance
moves but keep bumping each other)
Soon the king we will assassinate

Then the whole world will
appreciate

BIGSAN
We”ll be famous-

TERESH
We will be so great!

BIGSAN TERESH

And we don’t take no garbage
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BIGSAN
Verse
Now Vashti, she’s an evil queen
TERESH
But we don”’t need to hurt her
BIGSAN
It’s him we’re after - when we’re
through
TERESH
We”ll get away with murder!
BIGSAN TERESH
Chorus
Soon the king we will assassinate
BIGSAN
All of Shushan will congratulate
TERESH
us!t
BIGSAN

We”ll be heroes-

TERESH
All throughout the state!

BIGSAN
What don’t we take?

TERESH
No garbage!

Slaps Teresh on back knocking him over

BIGSAN
What’s that? Don’t take no ?

TERESH
(scrambling) Garbage

BIGSAN

(Smacking him not realizing his strength sending him
flying/fTlipping over into huge pile of loud clanging garbage
cans)

Can’t hear you - take no_
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TERESH
(scrambling) Garbage

BIGSAN
Dat’s right Teresh, you got it!

TERESH
(Jumps up and dusting off)
Aw Bigsan, you’re the best partner
in crime a guy could ever dream of!

BIGSAN
That 1 am Teresh, that | am.

Camera pulls back to reveal Lester

LESTER

(To sel¥)
That’s 1t! All 1 have to do now, 1is
make sure that Vashti eats Bigsan
and Teresh’s poisoned food. That
way after Vashti dies,
Achashvairosh will hafta marry
Esther, and then everything will be
okay .

Satisfied with his plan, Lester walks off camera. Bigsan and
Teresh then leave in the other direction (first bumping into
each other stupidly).
MORDECHAI DOESN’T BOW

Ominous music plays - Then Haman enters pompously

OFF CAMERA ANNOUNCER:
All kneel before Haman!!

All bow
HAMAN
(to Achmed)
Kneel!
ACHMED

Oh, I°m sorry, you must have me
confused with someone else - my
name’s not Neil. It’s-

HAMAN
I don’t care what your name iIs -
You must bow before me or you will
be killed until you are dead
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ACHMED
Sounds serious. And who are you
again?

HAMAN
I AM HAMAN HA”AGAGI! 1 am the

second most important man in the
land! And everyone shall bow before
me- and mini-Haman ... or Ha-mini.

ACHMED
ok.

(bows - then lifts head and looks at Haman
OH! 1 remember you, you used to cut
my hair! You were my barber!

HAMAN
(uncomfortably)
NO ...

ACHMED
Yeah yeah! 1 remember! You had that
great ad....

CLIP IT CLIP COMMERCIAL

(A younger Haman [big head of red hair] stands outside his
barber shop with his ten obnoxious little sons with pointy
ears and Hamantashen décor. They are all malicious, nasty
kids shaving cats and making them howl and poking each other
with scissors. Music starts up and Haman holding comb and
scissors). Poster indicating that he’s been in business in
the village of KARTZUM for 22 years.

HAMAN
(Hello. I am Memuchan son of
Amdasa. If your hair has
overgrown, my sons and I will
please you with our service.

Music just similar enough to “shift i1it” Youtube
commercial... but with these lyrics:)

Clip 1t and snip it forward

Clip 1t and snip i1t backward

Mohawk, Buzz, or Mushroom

I give you Persian hair cut!
(repeat)

(MORE)
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HAMAN (cont’d)
Come to Memuchan and Sons. Let me 1
help you - CLIP IT!

HAMAN
NO, no that wasn’t me.

Haman Motions to guards and they bonk him over the head

RECORD VERBAL PROTEST SOUNDS (if we decide to drag Achmed
away)

HAMAN
(Sees Mordechat)
You!

Camera pulls back to reveal LESTER peeking from behind
Hangin” Donuts’

LESTER
Oh no, Haman! He wants everybody to
bow down-- Oh, and there’s
Mordechai, 1 think 1 know what’s
about to happen, ohhh boy...

HAMAN
You are not going to bow down to
me- and Ha-mini?! Insolence! How
can this be? Don’t you know who I
am? WHO I AM??? I am not to be
trifled with, not to be taken
lightly, I am Haman! - the very
name should send shivers through
your spine - (thinks a moment)
perhaps you need to get to know me
better....

SONG: 1 AM EVIL

All my friends hate me
That’s what 1 love
Cuz i1m evil

How dare they negate me?
They think they’re above
My evil

I gave my last haircut (snip it)

Long long ago

When that signet ring is mine (the king’s?)
Then the whole world will know (wow!)

Evil is my game, so
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HaRasha’s my last name
I’m Evil
Yes I am evil

Don”t 1 look scary? (yikes?)
Cruel and Unkind?
I am evil (yes he’s evil)

In the dictionary (websters)
Evil’s defined
As Meeeee! (yes that’s him)

In the midst of a battle

Long long ago (so long)

This Jew saved my life

Now his hold will not let go (nol)
Can’t let this stand

Cuz 1 am evil

Rap:

History repeating

Like Agag spared by Shaul (who?)

My amalek blood is boiling

I’m enslaved to this old fool (so true)

Can’t they see 1°’m mean and nasty
Terrifying and all that

I’m a bad-guy from my toes

Up to the three points of my hat
It”s who 1 am

I am evil

I’m the worst anti-hero
A Villainous lad
I am evil

They should all quake In fear-oh
I’m a scoundrel so bad
That’s meee

They are spread and divided (the Jews)
Mefuzar Umeforad

Their bais hamikdash still destroyed
Been forsaken by their G-d

Time for a plaaaaan (try some lots!)
That is evil

Song leads from the outside of palace to Haman’s house -
with the final word evil his door slams with him inside
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HAMAN AND ZERESH AT HOME
Haman i1s sitting in his chair, hands together scheming.

ZERESH

(Notices Haman sitting and

brooding)
(Sarcastically)Well hello to you
too, Manny! Did you forget to wipe
your feet again when you walked iIn?
And did you notice some big smelly
trash bags sitting by the door
since this morning waiting to be
brought out? They ain’t carryin’
themselves to the curb...!

HAMAN
Do 1 look like a garbage man? Where
is my lunch?

ZERESH
Yeah, yeah, 1’1l get to it soon,
I’ve just got to call the kids
down. . .Heeere goes:
(deep intake of breath)

HAMAN
(puts hands over ears)
Oh no.

ZERESH

Parshandasa, Dalphon, Aspasa,
Porasa, Adalya, Aridasa, Parmashta,
Areeysay, Areeday,
Vayzasa...... LUNCHTIME! 1!

(we hear the stampede of feet

coming down the stairs)
Manny, you’ve got that look
again...what are you up to?

HAMAN
It’s that pesky Jew, Mordechai.
Thinks he’s so special, that one.
You’ll never believe what he-

ZERESH
Lemme guess, he didn’t bow did he?
Says he “only bows before his
Gawd” ... well whadaya expect - look
at you, ya lilly-livered lemechel,
be a man for once! stop kvetching
and DO something about it! you
gotta make an example of this guy -

(MORE)

32.
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ZERESH (cont’d)
I say, let this one go viral, like,
hang him 50 amos up, that’ll teach
him, and everyone else, a lesson!

HAMAN
I like 1t..._serious Pirsumei
Misa.... Why not move beyond just
one man... Zeresh! Where are my
lots? A plan is percolating! I will
be rid of this Jew - and ALL of his
kind....(maniacal laugh) Yes - 1

will go down In history as Haman -
the man who wiped every Jew off the
face of the earth! (maniacal laugh)

ZERESH
Yeah, yeah good luck with that, 1°m
off to the mall to meet Vashti for
some shopping and a facial.
Toodeloo.

HAMAN
Yess....that will be my plan. Every
man women and child, on one
day...they will all be killed-
(looks around) ...what happened to
lunch?

VASHT1 AND ZERESH AT MALL BEAUTY SALON

Camera zoomed In on sign that reads ‘“Pour-us and Mud-eye
spa”. Zooms out to see a spa within a shopping mall and
Zeresh/Vashti are sitting in curler/dryers getting manicures

ZERESH
I’m telling ya Vashti, ITf |1 see one
more Persian rug...l1”m gonna throw
up.

VASHTI

Tell me more about that Jew, what
was his name? Mortimer?

ZERESH
Oh- Mordechai? Yeah, he’s got my
husband all farlklempt and mopey
and mumbly and yammerin” on about
how he gets no respect-



VASHTI
I don”t blame Haman for being
upset, It’s these religious
fanatics who are destroying this
great country. They’re extremists
you know. Totally unstable.

ZERESH
Well you know my Haman, now he not
only wants to kill Mordechai, but
ALL the Jews.

VASHTI
Fahbulous plan dahrling. 1°m sure
my fool-of-a-husband will play
ball. He can’t stand those radical
fundamentalist. ..

ZERESH
.. .nhon-bow-downers. Yeah, yeah, but
I warned Manny, 1 says to him: ~if

Mordechai is from Jewish Ancestry,
you’re in troooouble. There’s
somethin up with these Jews.
Mordechai aint bowin” down to you
anytime soon, more likely you’ll be
falling on your face before him!”
I’m just sayin...

VASHTI

(Gasp) 1 just remembered something!
ZERESH

What?
VASHTI

I forgot that I agreed to have
lunch with Achashvairosh today.

BEAUTICIAN
Who?

VASHTI
Achashvairosh. I’m quite late
already.

ZERESH
So what’s he gonna do...have ya’
executed?

Both laugh (Zeresh snorts)

34.
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ACHASHVAIROSH”S THRONE ROOM

Camera is tightly zoomed on Achashvairosh. Pulls back slowly
to see him bored & waiting for his wife. Pulls back to
reveal room of servants. Among them is Lester. Camera
focuses on Lester

LESTER
(To himselfT)
Where i1s she already?!
Achashvairosh isn’t gonna wait much
longer. ..

ACHASHVAIROSH
Hey you - Kid!

LESTER
Me?

ACHASHVAIROSH
You, you. Bring me my eh-lunch -
I’m not going to wait any longer
for that self-absor-bed Peh-ri-ma
Donna wife of mine. Tinks she is so
e-special. ..

LESTER
Uhh, your majesty, perhaps we
should wait just a few more
minutes. You know how women can be
about-

ACHASHVAIROSH
GET ME MY LUNCH!

LESTER
(bowing)
Yes, your majesty.

Achashvairosh’s horse enters

ACHASHVAIROSH
Ahh! Hangover! So glad you could
join us for lunch!

HORSE
(Makes horse sftx)

ACHASHVAIROSH
Kid!
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LESTER
Yes?

ACHASHVAIROSH
Please serve Vashti’s lunch to my
horse, Hangover. He loves the
couscous. But not the shakshooka,
that’s for me- the man with the
scepter

LESTER
...Yes Your Majesty

Lester uncomfortably places both plates In front of
Achashvairosh and Hangover. As Achashvairosh is about to eat
a bite-

LESTER
Wait king!
KING
Whaaat?
LESTER
I think the food i1s poisoned!
ALL
Whaaaat?!
LESTER

I just think, | mean the way it
looks. It has that death-inducing
kinda look, no? You know what |

Meanwhile, Hangover the Horse has been eating away -
Suddenly, Hangover loudly dies.

ACHASHVAIROSH
Hangover!

LESTER
Is there a doctor in the house.._A
horse doctor?

Charvona appears
CHARVONA
Maybe i1if we hang up the horse Fifty
amos...and then try the
Heimlich..._.well.__.

Achashvairosh staring at Charvona
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ACHASHVAIROSH
Charvona... that is a se-tupid
idea.

Charvona leaves

ACHASHVAIROSH
Someone poisoned my horse!
(Realizes- wide eyed) Someone tried
to poison me!! (Looks at Lester)
...And this kid saved my lifel!

LESTER
Well, saved i1s a bit of a strong
term-

ACHASHVAIROSH
What is your name little person?

Lester, a bit dazed, pauses just long enough before trumpets
blast and block us from hearing the name (while Lester
mouths his name)

RECORD LESTER SAYING HIS NAME

ACHASHVAIROSH
Write down in the Book of the Royal
Remembrances of the King that this
kid has saved Achashvairosh from
being poisoned!!

LESTER
But Mord-

ACHASHVAIROSH
I know! What More can I say! You
are going to be rewarded
with.._um...something really
fabulous!!

LESTER
Well... Thanks.

ACHASHVAIROSH

Looking over at his dead horse
Poor, poor Hangover. ..

Doctor Soos enters with big cat-in-the-hat style hat and a
medical bag [Suess-style]
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DR. SO00S
Did someone call for a horse
Doctor? - a Doctor Soo0s?

ACHASHVAIROSH

Dr. Soos, we think somebody
poisoned Hangover!!

Dr. Soos examines the horse

DR. SO00S
I’m afraid that...

I cannot heal this thoroughbred
Not with a pill, not with a bed,
We better tell his Uncle Ned
That Hangover i1s very dead.

ACHASHVAIROSH
Thank you much for trying doctor.
(Looks off to the side) Please
escort the doctor from the palace.
Then execute him. Thank you much.
Oh, and order in a pie of lafa
pizza- stuffed crust, extra cheese,
with jalapefios, anchovies,
kreplach, macaroons, halva,
baklava, and tofu. Geh-luten free!
Very e-special. 1”711 probably be up
past midnight with heartburn, but
you gotta live a little, right
Hangover? (Remembers he’s dead and
sobs) Ehh... poor Hangover!

TERESH
Bigsan - what happened?

BIGSAN
I dunno, 1t seems our fool-proof
plan wasn’t quite fool-proof
enough.

TERESH
Looks like we gotta be even bigger
fools, Bisgan - is that even
possible?
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BIGSAN
It may just be, Teresh. It may just
be.

HAMAN 1S WALKING TOWARDS ACHASHVAIROSH

It’s dark and Haman i1s nervously talking to himself,
practicing his pitch to the King

HAMAN

(To himselT)
Your Majesty, we’ve been friends
for a long time... no we haven’t.
Your Majesty, if there’s one thing
we both agree on, it’s that the
Jews have got to go. Hmm- too
direct. You may know this guy

Mordechai - I know right?! 1
totally agree, we have GOT to see
him swing... So here’s where I°m

going with this, and 1’11 get right
to the point since | know you
probably have somewhere to be
drinking-

OFF CAMERA VOICE
Hey Mr. Barber-

HAMAN
(yells)

1’M HAMAN!

ACHASHVAIROSH”S BEDROOM

Tossing and turning, Achashvairosh can’t sleep. moans and
groans

RECORD THE MOANS & GROANS

ACHASHVAIROSH
Oy. I can’t believe | ate the whole
pizza. Somebody get in here!

SERVANT
(Has pointy ears)
Yes, your majesty?

ACHASHVAIROSH
Get me something for my indigestion
and heartburn- and figure out a way
that 1 can fall asleep.
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SERVANT
Right away, your majesty.

Servant leaves, Charvona appears

CHARVONA
Maybe if you climb up a 50 Amah
tree and ..kinda sit there...
until.._.ya” know-

ACHASHVAIROSH
Charvona, what are you talking
about?!

CHARVONA
I thought that.._maybe-

ACHASHVAIROSH
Scram!

Charvona exits - Servant returns with Sefer HaZichronos

SERVANT
Here you are Your Majesty.

ACHASHVAIROSH
What’s this?

SERVANT
I thought your majesty would
like me to read from the Sefer
HaZichronos to see if there’s
anyone the king would like to repay
for a service.

ACHASHVAIROSH
Wow. That’ll bore me to sleep.

SERVANT
(Begins reading loudly)
On the last Tuesday of last month,
Pardashta, the nearsighted
librarian of Shushan, polished a
statue of the king without being
asked to-

ACHASHVAIROSH
BOOORING! Next!

SERVANT
Ookkay, (turning pages). [Ahem.]
Last Spring, Ghelldephahlia, the
trusty one-legged messenger of the

(MORE)
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SERVANT (cont’d)
king, hopped all the way from Hodu
to-

ACHASHVAIROSH
Next!

SERVANT
Ookkay, (turning pages). [Ahem],
Yesterday, some kid saved His
Majesty from being poisoned by
simply looking at the King’s food.

ACHASHVAIROSH
That’s it! What did we do to reward
this kid?

SERVANT
Umm, 1t says here, he received a
complimentary 10%-off coupon for
babagenush at Achmed’s.

ACHASHVAIROSH
Nah, nah. We gotta do better than
that. Maybe-

Loud knock on the door

ACHASHVAIROSH
Enter!

Haman enters

HAMAN
Your majesty - 1 have a truly
pressing issue we must discuss-

ACHASHVAIROSH
Haman, it’s 2:15 in the morning...

HAMAN
(Looks at his watch) so it is...
Hmmm. . .But while 1°m here anyway, I
wanted to hang an idea out there
for you. It’s about this guy Morde-

ACHASHVAIROSH
Haman!

HAMAN
Yes, Your Excellency?



42 .

ACHASHVAIROSH
Haman, | have got a question for
you. But I want you to answer
honestly... ITf | were to reward
someone In my kingdom for services
they’ve done for me, what would be
the best way to repay them?

HAMAN

(Thinking aloud i1n echoic

style voice to himself)
A-hah.._rewarding someone, eh? Who
would he be rewarding if not for
me...right? I mean come on... 1°ve
got this coming to me?

(slowly edging back away from

king wrinkling his nose)
...What i1s that smell? Jalapenos?

ACHASHVAIROSH
Haman! Answer mel

HAMAN

(Startled)
Oh, uh... How about he gets to be
led on the king’s favorite horse
throughout the town of Shushan with
someone iImportant announcing "'This
i1s what happens to someone who the
king thinks i1s really awesome..."
or something like that-

ACHASHVAIROSH
(Sobs) How could you bring that up?
Don’t you know that Hangover died?!
(Cries, honks nose)

HAMAN
Sorry. Maybe a party?

ACHASHVAIROSH
Go on...

HAMAN
Yeah! (Starts getting excited) A
biintig party! And invite lots of
people. Maybe have jugglers! And
ventriloquists!

ACHASHVAIROSH
I do enjoy a good ventriloquist. ..
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HAMAN
And we can play twister! And we can
have smoothies! 1711 bring my
accordion!-

ACHASHVAIROSH
Good! That will be a perfect way to
honor that KID! You know the weird
looking one. Get the party
arranged. Make smoothies. Nix-ay on
the Twister-ay. And if you bring an
accordion, 1”711 have you executed.

HAMAN
Which kid?-

ACHASHVAIROSH
Do i1t!

HAMAN
(Angry, frustrated)
Yes, Your Majesty.

Haman exits

ACHASHVAIROSH
(to his scepter)
We’re going to make a party! Ahhh,
Hangover loved parties. ..
(wistfully then back to
scepter)
I know you miss him too Sceppy,
there, there..
(rocks and cradles scepter in
his arms)

21 SONG “UPSIDE DOWN”
LESTER
Can’t believe how messed up this

has gotten

Seems to just get worse the more I
try

Vashti’s alive, Ester’s not queen
it’s all “cuz of me

Achashveriosh never even heard of
Mordechai
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HAMAN
Can’t believe how iIncorrect 1t’s
gotten

Topsy-Turvy, nothing’s going right

Now some kid takes all my glory how
can this be?

I’m just the party planner for
tonite!

LESTER
Oh 1t’s upside down and I don’t
know just how 1°m gonna fix it

Upside down - 1°m full of doubt

The queen’s alive, we won’t survive
Once Haman casts his ticket

Upside down and inside out

ACHASHVAIROSH
How could Hangover have been
for-e-saken?

How do I eh go on without him near?

Now at least 1’ve got a party
thanks to that kid

Tonite 1t’s just you and me, my
scepter dear

HAMAN
This 1s upside down I’m not a
barber, 1°m a super-villain

LESTER
Upside down and getting worse

ZERESH
Upside down 1°d like to turn a pail
of garbage on him

ACHASHVAIROSH
Upside down like my dead horse

TERESH
Bigsan®s sad our schemes till now
were thwarted



BIGSAN
Teresh better not mess up this time

VASHTI
Can’t clear my complexion up in
time for tonight

CHARVONA
Nobody seems to like ideas of mine!

LESTER
cuz its upside down and I don’t
know just how I°m gonna fix It

HAMAN
Upside down - 1 should be feared!

ACHASHVAIROSH
Upside down I hope to drown my
grief with lots of liquid

LESTER
Upside down it’s all unclear...

ALL
cuz now 1t’s UPSIDE DOWN where
should we turn now? whose the one
to go to?

UPSIDE DOWN must make i1t right

UPSIDE DOWN and what we need 1is
some VINAHAFOCH to

RIGHT SIDE UP this tale tonight

(ALL continue with Lester leading loudest):

UPSIDE DOWN we can’t control events
that made this happen

Upside down. ..

LESTER
Must make it right

Upside down- I°m calling out for
Di-vine Intervention

ALL
RIGHT SIDE UP this tale tonight

45.
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LESTER
(Looking heavenward) Please, right
side up this tale tonight....

THE BIG PARTY

Large crowd, some drunk already, camera pans walls to see a
“pin the tail” game and hangman game and a Baruch Dayan
Ha-emes poster for Hangover on the wall, then a broken
accordion being carted out the door. Camera settles on
nervous, anxious Lester

TERESH
So Bigsan, what’s the plan?

BIGSAN

After today, little friend, we’ll
be famous. We’re gonna be the guys
who finally killed the king.
They” 1l probably make a statue of
us In Shushan Park. Or maybe
they’ 1l name a food after us...like
BigsanTashen or something...

TERESH
Or TereshMallows! You know like
marshmallows but only with Teresh
in the beginn...

Bigsan slowly turn his head to Teresh

TERESH
(Meekly)
-1 like BigsanTashen. ..

BIGSAN

Okay, let’s go over the plan again.
When the time is right, 1 will
light the fuse on this here
explosive

(produces black ball bomb with

fuse)
and throw it directly at the King.
He”’s so huge there’s no way I could
miss.

TERESH
But how can you be sure that no one
will stop you?
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BIGSAN
You missing some lima-beans from
your gragger? That’s where you come
in! No one will notice me because
everyone will be paying attention
to the distraction that will be
made when you do your... (looks at
him)

TERSEH
Really? You want me to...in front
of the whole party?

BIGSAN
yes!

TERESH
(Now excited) Wow Bisgan, you big
son of a gun, you’re a genius.

BIGSAN
I am indeed Teresh, 1 am indeed.

Camera glides over to two hunched guys drinking

SHASHGAZ
So HeyGuy! What’chya been up to?

HEYGUY
(dejected) Shashgaz Man, 1t iIs so
hard to find work these days. 1
mean, doesn’t anyone want to pick a
new wife? How can we make that
happen 1Tt nobody”s shoppin?

SHASHGAZ
You don’t have to tell me HeyGuy. 1
dunno man, it could be time for us
to find a different line of work. ..

HeyDude enters- looks like a bead-wearing tie-dyed surfer
dude

SHASHGAZ
Oh, HeyGuy, let me introduce you to
my friend HeyDude. HeyDude, HeyGuy.
HeyGuy, HeyDude.

HEYGUY
HeyMan .
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HEYDUDE

HeyMan.
Haman enters

HAMAN
Someone call me?

HEYDUDE
No man.

HAMAN

Strange... Anyway, do any of you
beaded bohemians know where the
smoothie station is? The queen 1is
waiting for her drink.

They all shake their heads no. Camera follows Haman over to
Lester’s seat. He looks nervously over to Haman who plays
that up and makes Lester even more nervous by leaning into
him with fig

HAMAN
Fried Fig? They’re crispy...watch
what happens when you BREAK
(squishes it right in front of
Lester’s eyes)the skin....

LESTER
Uhh, no thanks Haman.

Tries to run away from Haman but as Haman continues to order
his drink at the bar, he continuously pulls at Lester’s
shoulder bringing him back to the next bar-stool and Lester
tries to scoot off and Haman pulls him back. ..

HAMAN
Bartender - give that martini a
shake-ee for this Amaleikee (proud

of his wit)
BARTENDER
I’m gonna need to see some ID
HAMAN
(Smiles proudly to Lester)
Yeah - 1 get this sometimes... |

know 1 look young; (as he hands ID
to bartender) the trick is
moisturizer-
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BARTENDER
This library card reads Memuchan -
is that you?

HAMAN
(Quickly)
No! that’s the wrong card, ahem,
person. Here’s my drivers license.

BARTENDER
OK this checks out. And you’re
still living at "Bais Haman"?
Occupation still "Barber™"?

HAMAN
NO! IM NOT A BARBER! What is it
with this place? Just. Get. Me. My.
Drink!

motions to execute bartender - turns to Lester

RECORD VERBAL PROTEST SOUNDS OF BARTENDER
Back to YOU, tell me, what did you
do that was so great that
Achashvairosh wanted to throw this
whole party - iIn your honor?

LESTER
I guess I was just in the right
place at the right time....

ACHASHVAIROSH
(Off camera voice)
EH, Get me Haman and that weird
kid, now!

Lester seizes the moment and runs like lightning

Both move, camera follows them to Achashvairosh sitting with
Vashti. Vashti i1s doing some crazy beauty treatment - Tail
delivering Botox injection?

ACHASHVAIROSH
Mean Guy! Weird Kid! Pretty great
party eh? Eh? Who knows how to
throw the best parties?

LESTER HAMAN
You do your majesty.



VASHTI
(Interrupts) You’re blocking my
reflection iIn the punch bowl - move
aside! And get me my smoothie!

LESTER
Right away, your materialisticness.
(starts to move away) So, uh, would
that be vanilla? Banana?

ACHASHVEROSH
Holy garbanzo beans, Weird Kid! If
you only knew what Queen Va-she-ti
takes i1In her shake - every day the
same Megillah of ingredients. OK,
so you ready? You have pen and
paper? The Queen Va-she-ti wants
her super slimming/skin clearing
flax-seed and kale shake with wheat
germ, fish oils, soybean powder,
beet extract, liverwurst, kumquats,
--and don’t forget to sprinkle on
the al-eh-gea

VASHTI
I don’t have any allergy!

ACHASHVEROSH
Al-eh-gy, al-eh-gy, like
plank-e-ton and seaweed!

VASHTI
Oh yes, algae, good.

ACHASHVEROSH
That’s what 1 say! (leans in toward
Lester) And you better hurry or she
have your neck In a noose. And no
noose is good noose. Right? Eh? Eh?
My scepter!

Lester runs off mumbling

LESTER
“...kale, flax-seed and allergies”

bumps Into Bigsan

BI1GSAN
Hey! Watchit, Bud!
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TERESH
Yeah - why don’t you look where
you’re going! (Turns to Bigsan) You
see Bigsan; people have absolutely
no manners today. We’re living In a
time of complete social decline!

BI1GSAN
C’mon Teresh we got stuff to do...

Lester eyes them suspiciously while mixing the smoothies.

LESTER
What does he have there...?

We see Bigsan hiding his bomb
HAMAN

Suprises Lester grabbing him by the shoulder backward once
again
Hey kid! 1 see you still haven’t
gotten the queen her smoothie...
Maybe 1 shouldn’t tell you what
happened to the LAST person who
didn’t get Vashti what she
wanted. . ..
(Takes another fried fig from
the buffet without even
looking and squishes it in
Lester’s face. Lester gulps.)

LESTER
(Nervously) uh, uh, I’m just
finishing 1t up now, a little
sprinkling of allergy...

HAMAN
(Grabbing the shake from him
swiftly)
You’ve played your part, 1’11 take
it from here. Your role is
insignificant. You’re NOTHING.

LESTER
But every person has a purpose and
a place...

Haman makes his way back to Vashti, camera pulls back to
reveal Bigsan in foreground getting his bomb ready

We see Teresh who is getting ready to create his
“diversion’. Teresh moves to the middle of the room and
stands stoically.



52.

Cut to Bigsan going over to the DJ booth changing the
record-music kicks in and Teresh begins to break-dance.
After a bit, some of the party-goers join him and they get a
bit rowdy bumping into a table with wine bottles. The
bottles begin to roll across the floor.

Bigsan fiddling with the fuse to no avail until [with bad
timing] finally gets the fuse lit.

The bottles reach Bigsan and he does a log-rolling run over
the bottles until he falls, sending the lit bomb iIn the air.
A hot-potato bomb passing ensues until it lands In Haman’s
hands.

LESTER
Haman - has a bomb!
ALL
gasp!
Haman freaks out and throws it and 1t lands at the base of a
huge column. 1t explodes causing the marble chunck to fall,

crushing Vashti.

ACHASHVAIROSH
(to Haman)
What have you done!

HAMAN
It-1it wasn’t mel

ACHASHVAIROSH
Do 1 look like 1 was born
yes-eh-terday? Do you think that
big slabs of marble just randomly
fall squashing people’s facially
blemish-ed, self-obsess-ed
spouses?! (turns)Haman! You killed
my wife Vashti, how could you?! 1
suppose i1t was you who try to
poison my food the other day as
well?!

HAMAN
This i1s preposterous! 1 didn’t do-

ACHASHVEIROSH
(To self)
Guess 1 will have to find another
wife now.

HeyGuy & Shashgaz give each other small high-five



ACHASHVAIROSH
Haman - you are a wicked, wicked
man. You must be punished!!

Charvona appears

CHARVONA
Why don”t we hang up Haman 50 Amos
up on the gallows he prepared for
Mordechai?

ACHASHVAIROSH
Charvona. ..
(starts to instinctively be
angry at Charvona, but then
stops and realizes)
That, is excellent ideal!l

CHARVONA
Really?! YEEEEESSSSSSSSS!I! (Does
little dance)

Guards seize Haman and drag him off

GUARD
Lets go bud

HAMAN
HOW CAN THIS BEEEE? 1°M HAMAN
HA-AGGAGEEEEE. . . ..

ACHASHVAIROSH
Wow, this sure iIs exciting party.
(To Lester) Hey Kid, how would you
like a job?

LESTER
A job, your majesty?

ACHASHVAIROSH
Yeah, 1 figure you be my right-hand
man. You know, wear fancy robes &
be important and all that.

LESTER
Okay... Sounds great...

ACHASHVAIROSH
Good. (Announces) So let it be
written, so let it be done! (To
himself) I always wanted to say
that.



54.

(Trumpets blast, which startles Lester, and the announcement
IS made.)

LESTER
[Yelp noise]

ANNOUNCER
By order of the great King
Achashvairosh, the Kid is to don
fancy robes and be important and
all that stuff!

LESTER
Wow.

ACHASHVAIROSH
I like you, Kid! You want to hold
my scepter? Just kidding! Only for
mel

23 SONG REPRISE

This calls for celebration - come, everyone! Let the singing
begin!

ALL
UPSIDE DOWN is how it was, but it
was s’posta happen

UPSIDE DOWN but 1t’s all right

UPSIDE DOWN we’ve turned our frowns
thanks to HaShem”s protection

RIGHT SIDE UP - we see the light
RIGHT SIDE UP - our future’s bright
RIGHT SIDE UP_

LESTER
Wow, what a night!

ACHASHVEROSH
Kid! What is your name, anyway??

LESTER
Trumpets start to blast, Lester shoots them a look and they

stop so he can audibly answer, finally:
Lester!
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ACHASHVAIROSH
Lester?! What kind of name is that?
Lester?
(turns to people around who
all echo Lester? Lester?)
Get Lester a drink! Lester! Ha! Get
him a drink....

CAMERA BLURS TO REVEAL LESTER BACK IN PROP ROOM, WAKING UP
AS HIS FRIENDS ARE FEEDING HIM SIPS OF WATER CALLING HIS
NAME AND SAYING GET HIM A DRINK. ..

24 BACK IN PROPROOM

GIMPEL
Get him a drink!

LESTER
Whaa? What”s going on?

GIMPEL
Wow - you were out cold! Did you
have a nice dream?

REBBE
Doniel - are you alright? You got
quite a knock on the head.

SHAYA
Yeah Lester, are you gonna still be
able to make our play?

MENASHE
Does your brain work enough to come
up with a good story for us?

REBBE
Menashel

MENASHE
I’m just sayin’-

GIMPEL
Whaddya say Lester - are we ready
to make the best play ever?

LESTER
Actually... yeah... 1 think I do
have a good story to tell.
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MENASHE
(sarcastically)
Its a Purim miracle.

LESTER
I think I am the right kid in the
right place at the right time...

REBBE
Of course you are. Now let’s get
you to the school nurse to take a
look at that bump, and afterwards
we can talk about your story idea.

They begin to walk out.

LESTER
Rebbe, did Achashvairosh have like,
a heavy accent?

REBBE
Un - I don’t know... 1 suppose he
could have...

SCHOOL PLAY

Various scenes from throughout the preceding story are
played out by the students while the credits roll to music.
While the students preform the excerpts from the play, We
see proud Vinnei & Paulie, Proffessro Malaki and Rebbe
looking on with enjoyment & pride.

GIMPEL
(Playing Achashvairosh)
Go tell my wife, Vash-eh-ti, I want
her here at my party.

LESTER
You want me to tell Queen Vashti to
come to your party?

GIMPEL
(Playing Achashvairosh)

Looking around
Is everybody hard of hearing around
here? Yes!

DIP TO BLACK
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(Playing Achashvairosh)
Haman, | have got a question for
you. But I want you to answer
honestly... If I were to reward
someone in my kingdom for services
they’ve done for me, what would be
the best way to repay them?

MENASHE

(playing Haman)
A-hah.._.rewarding someone, eh? Who
would he be rewarding if not for
me...right? 1 mean come on... I’ve
got this coming to me?

(slowly edging back away from

king wrinkling his nose)
...What 1s that smell? Jalapefios?

GIMPEL
Haman! Answer mel!l

MENASHE
(Startled) Oh, uh... How about he
gets to be led on the king’s
favorite horse throughout the town
of Shushan with someone important
announcing ""This is what happens to
someone who the king thinks is
really awesome..." or something
like that-

GIMPEL
(Sobs) How could you bring that up?
Don”t you know that Hangover died?!
(Cries, honks nose)

MENASHE
Sorry. Maybe a party?
GIMPEL
Go on...
MENASHE

Yeah! (Starts getting excited) A
bitiig party! And invite lots of
people. Maybe have jugglers! And
ventriloquists!

GIMPEL
I do enjoy a good ventriloquist...

S7.

DIP TO BLACK
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ALL
>cuz now 1t’s UPSIDE DOWN where
should we turn now? whose the one
to go to?

UPSIDE DOWN must make it right

UPSIDE DOWN and what we need is
some VINAHAFOCH to

RIGHT SIDE UP THIS TALE TONIGHT

(ALL continue with Lester leading loudest):
UPSIDE DOWN we can’t control events
that made this happen

Upside down. ..

LESTER
Must make 1t right

Upside down- I1’m calling out for
Di-vine Intervention

ALL
RIGHT SIDE UP this tale tonight

LESTER
(Looking heavenward) Please, right
side up this tale tonight....

FADE TO BLACK

POST CREDITS

ACHASHVAIROSH
(pops back in)
you still here?!
(taps on screen with scepter)
this peh-resentation is all over
now!

(black circle closing in on him looney-toons style until it
closes on his scepter that he has to yank out. we hear the
crashing as he falls down in the blackness

ACHASHVAIROSH
(far away voice to himself)
...but he still has the scepter!
(sound fades out on)my scepter, my
scepter, scep scep my scepter...



